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European Conference on Youth Self-Employment 
Zappeion Megaron Hall of Athens (Blvd Vassilisis Olgas 105 57, Athens) 

10-11 November 2016  
 

Thursday 10th of November 

 
09:00 – 09:30 Arrival of participants and registration 

   Welcome message of : 

09:30 – 09:35 Mr. Nikos SARANDIS, Mayor of Aghioi Anargiroi, President of P.Ε.D.Α. 

09:35 – 09:40 Mrs. Sylvie CARREGA, President of ELISAN Network 

09:40 – 09:45 Mr. Giorgos PATOULIS, Mayor of Marousi, President of the Central Union of 

Hellenic Municipalities (K.E.D.E.) 

09:45 – 09:50 Mr. Giorgos KAMINIS, Mayor of Athens 

 

Institutional framework, obstacles and prospects of self-employment 
 Message of : 

09:50 – 10:00 Mrs. Rena DOUROU, President of Attica Region 

10:00 – 10:10 Mr. Andreas KONDILIS, Mayor of Alimos (tbc) 

 

10:10 – 10:20 Tackling youth unemployment through supporting actions to self-employment  

10:20 – 10:30 Current legislative framework for self-employment 

10:30 – 11:00 Prerequisites for establishing startups 

11:00 – 11:30 The obstacles and the prospects of youth self-employment 

11:30 – 12:00 The role of Local Authorities 

12:00 – 12:30 Questions & Answers 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
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P.E.D.A. 
Union of Municipalities of Attica Region  

 

 
I. Natural and Demographic Characteristics 

 
The Union of Municipalities of Attica Region (P.E.D.A.) is a union of 66 
municipalities within the boundaries of the Attica region and the islands of the 
Argo-Saronic Gulf. The union represents 4.5 million citizens, most of whom 
live in Athens, in the port city of Piraeus and on the coast of Attica.  
 
Attica is an urban peninsula which borders on Corinth to the west and the 
Boeotian plain to the north. It includes the mountains of Ymittos, Penteli and 

Parnitha as well as the Marathon lake. The area is a metropolitan centre that attracts commercial 
activities, international organizations and business opportunities.   

 
II. History and Culture 
 
Democracy and the Olympic spirit are the two elements 
that characterize the history and culture of Attica, which go 
back 6,000 years. The Minoan and Mycenean civilizations, 
and later the Greek city-states, emerged across the Greek 
peninsula reaching great levels of prosperity. This resulted 
in an exceptional cultural development, expressed in 
architecture, tragedy, drama, science and philosophy, which 
was nurtured in Athens under a democratic environment. 
The concept of “Agora”, the open place for assembly that 
most promoted and set the basis for democracy is also 
rooted in the Attica tradition. 

 
 

From antiquity, Athens has been a cultural and spiritual 
centre as well as the inspiration for western civilization, 
and continues to be a centre of philosophy and culture, 
attracting archaeological and historical researchers from 
all over the world. Nowadays, Athens has a significant 
number of universities, libraries, architectural 
masterpieces, museums, theatre performances, art 
exhibitions, cultural centers and concerts. 
 
 

 



 

Best European practices to promote youth self-employment 
   Message of :  

14:00 – 14:10 Mr. Kostas BAKOGIANNIS, President of Sterea Ellada Region  

14:10 – 14:20 Mr. Dimitris BIRBAS, Mayor of Egaleo and member of CoR 

14:20 – 14:30 Strategies for supporting young self-employed professionals  

14:30 – 15:00 «Business Opportunity» programme inside the EU Structural Funds (2014-2020) 

15:00 – 15:30 Youth Entrepreneurship 

15:30 – 16:00 Presentation of best european practices 

16:30 – 17:00 Questions & Answers 

20:00 – 22:00 Networking dinner in honor of the guest speakers  

    

 

Friday 11th of  November 

Proposals for strengthening self-employment 

09:00 – 09:30 Arrival of participants 

09:30 – 10:00 Presentation of 1st day’s conclusions 

Opinion exchange : 

10:00 – 10:10 The role of local and regional authorities in the promotion of self-employment,  

Mr. Panagiotis KOUROUBLIS, Minister of Interior and Administrative Reconstruction 

10:10 – 10:20 EESC’s position on Self-Employment, Mr. Georges DASSIS, President of the European 

Economic and Social Committee  

10:20 – 10:30 CoR’s position on Self-Employment, Mr. Markku MARKKULA, President of the European 

Committee of the Regions (tbc) 

10:30 – 10:40 The challenges of self-employment, Mr. Georgios KATROUGALOS, Minister of  

Labour, Social Security & Social Solidarity  

10:40 – 10:50 Ways to harness european experiences 

11:50 – 12:00 Expertise transfer and enhancing of cooperation 

12:00 – 12:10 The role of the European Network ELISAN  

12:10 – 12:20 Final conference proposals 

12:20 – 12:30 Questions & Answers 

12:30 – 12:40 Adoption of proposals 

12:40 – 13:10 Awarding Ceremony to the «European Best Practices Supporting Youth Self-Employment» 

13:10 – 13:30 Drink 


